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KEEP YOUR MOJO WORKIN'...JOIN US ON FOURTH MONDAYS MONTHLY!

WWW.Mmojojazz.org
Newsletter #004 / DEC. 2025

“TLS THE SEASON TO JAZZ IT UP WITH DOUG BREAU!
JOIN US MOJO MONDAY - DECEMBER 15TH

You're invited to ring in the holiday season at “Carmen’s Club”,
among Mobtown’s jazziest fans and friends as MOJO proudly
presents its Annual Holiday Jazz Soiree, “A Doug Breau Classic
Christmas!” Doug’s been busy checking his list of classic holiday
tunes, along with a few amazing “jazz cats” to bring it all to life, so

you won't want to miss this jumpin’ Jazz Jambalayal
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local venues alongside his family—"a little like being a Jackson or !J, d (/' SNLH j
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dedicated student of the greats—Sinatra, Fitzgerald, Ray Price, RIS MAI
George Strait, Tony Bennett and Karen Carpenter. "Those were my CONCERT

twenties. Though he never pursued formal training, Doug became a
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Breau continues to delight audiences with a unique style and g
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infectious persona that transports audiences to next-level musical s

merriment, which is why he's perfect for MOJO’s jolly holiday gig,
alongside Allen Beeson, music director & horns; Andrew Ayers on
keyboard; David White on drums; Steve Gilmore on bass and Mike Tickets are SELLING FAST
Lyle, on saxophone! Together they'll swing in the season with at mojojqzz,org!
holiday jazz and pop standards as well as a special presentation of
the 2025 Award of Excellence! We look forward to seeing you soon!
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“HAPPY HOUR" ANYONE?!?

Arrive at 5:30 p.m. and have your
festive MOJO Monday begin with
“Happy Hour with Curly” at The
Outsider Bar, and then take the

opportunity to order your food

selections from The Insider Food

Collective. Use this QR code...
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Help us
Celebrate our milestone...

The Mystic Order of the Jazz Obsessed (MOJO)
invites you to record a videoclip as part of our
25th ANNIVERSARY milestone of providing the
Mobile community with:

« monthly live jazz concerts featuring stellar “Carmen’s Club” (a.k.a. Cedar Street Social
local/national/international artists Club, 522 Dauphin Street in Downtown Mobile,
* broadening appreciation of the jazz genre as AL)

America’s music

* supporting music education and the arts

* sustaining strong community partnerships for
more than two decades!!

* Please tell us your favorite MOJO memory
* use your phone o tablettorecorda

“Congrats on 25 years of MOJO Monday's in Mobile!”
« share about the ways that listening to jazz

and attending live shows has impacted your life!

g We’'d be “jazzed” if you would record and send us a
:30 second to 1 minute congratulatory videoclip to
ychestangpr@gmail.com during this Winter or early
Spring. We are compiling a special commemorative
video presentation. Thanks in advance!!

The MOJO Main Stage e “Carmen’s Club”
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W 6w DID YOU KNOW...
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DECEMBER in jazz history features iconic
recordings like Sarah Vaughan and Clifford
Brown's classic album in 1954 and the enduring
popularity of jazz-infused Christmas songs,
highlighting moments from the Jazz Age’'s rise
in the 1920s/30s to pivotal albums of the 1950s,
showcasing jazz's evolution through big bands,

bebop, and its lasting cultural impact.

* December 1954: Jazz legends Sarah Vaughan
and trumpeter Clifford Brown recorded their
influential collaborative album, "Sarah
Vaughan with Clifford Brown," a rare pairing
that became a jazz classic.

* The "Jazz Age" (1920s-1930s): December
marks the spirit of this era, when jazz moved
from its New Orleans roots to widespread
popularity, fueling social change and
economic prosperity.

e Christmas Classics: Many beloved secular
Christmas songs, composed during the jazz
age (late 1930s-40s), carry smooth jozz and
swing vibes, making December a prime time

for these festive holiday tunes.
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We' re expecting another full house for the
December 15th MOJO Jazz Jambalaya featuring
A Doug Breau Classic Christmas, plus special
token gifts and cupcakes for our “Birthday
Jazzies” and a Cammie’s Old Dutch Ice Cream
treat! Join us this Monday at Carmen’s Club!

The MOJO Membership drive continues, so
please understand this Entry Queue we will be
using on December 15th:

.Check-In (All Attendees): Go to the
appropriate check-in tables at The Outsider
upon arrival to receive your numbered entry
card.

o Walk-Ins: Check-in table should be
open by 515 pm for cash, check, and
credit cards

o On-Line Tickets and Membership:
Streamlined by coming to the On-line
table (NO Payments at this table).

2.Entry Queue: Doors to Carmen’s Club will
open at 6:00 pm and numbers will be called
in order

3.Sitting Together: When seats are available,
If you would like to sit together, buy your
tickets at the same time and then enter
together as your number is called.

Get your tickets in advance at

www.MOJOjazz.org/Jambalaya.

HELP KEEP YOUR M0JO WORKIN'?
RESERVE “CATT’S CRIB"!

Enjoy a “party within a party” for your
“V.I.P.s" by reserving “Catt’s Crib” the cozy,
yellow 7-seater couch at the rear area of
Carmen’s Club! It costs just a $200
donation and it includes 7 tickets for your
Visit
mojojazz.org, click DONATE and select the

family, friends or colleagues.

“Supporter” level and indicate which
month(s) you'd like to reserve. You'll be
contacted to confirm. Thanks in advance!

NOTE: Catt's Crib is RESERVED for the
December and January shows. If you're a
MOJO member, don't miss an opportunity to

reserve for the Spring or Summer seasons. You
will be contacted for confirmation.
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MOBILE JAZZ HISTORY ...THE MO’ YOU KNOW!

Has Mobile ever had a jazz club? Does anybody know?
There have been numerous clubs associated with jazz in Mobile over the

years, yet few ever had any staying power (continued from previous issue):

* In the early 2000s, Café 615 at Dauphin and Claiborne began booking
piano trios and other jazz acts in their lounge. When they stopped, Liquid
Lounge just one block away picked up the slack with guitar trio Vibration
Configuration every Wednesday night. In the year following Katrina,
they added other combos on Thursday nights.

e Catt Sirten had a short-lived live venue on Dauphin Street where The
Gathering/John Word's had been. Daryl Evans tried his hand at another
jazz venue on Dauphin Island Parkway but it never really took off.

e After Liquid stopped their Thursday music, Kazoola’'s on Dauphin began
having jazz on Thursdays. That ended around the time of the COVID-19
pandemic.

e Back when we first started MOJO, Joaquin Holloway served as vice
president. He had long been involved in the Mobile arts scene and
hosted a popular jazz radio program in the 1970s. When asked if Mobile
had ever enjoyed a vibrant jazz scene, even back when jazz was popular
music nationally, Holloway said it had not, indicating Mobile was more
of a place to find blues.

* When Kevin Lee began MOJO, jazz recordings comprised 4-percent of
national music sales. Lee told former Press-Register Arts Editor Thomas
Harrison that he extrapolated that if 4-percent of Mobilians were jazz
fans, that would be 4,000 people and that should be enough to enliven
the local scene. Harrison chuckled, having told Lee he was being highly
optimistic...he turned out to be right!

e What we discovered was that there aren’t enough locals willing to
frequent a jazz club to make it a viable day-to-day business like, say,
Snug Harbor in New Orleans. But we did find that if we could get them to
concentrate their efforts into one night a month, then it would be enough
to support a pop-up club. For more than two decades, we've remained

committed to keeping Mobile’s MOJO workin'!
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