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KEEP YOUR M0JO WORKIN'...JOIN US ON FOURTH MONDAYS MONTHLY @ CARMEN’S CLUB!

WE HEARD YOU LOUD AND CLEAR...
MO0JO0 33 RESIDES @ “CARMEN'S CLUB”

The Monday September 22nd kicks-off MOJO's
Silver Anniversary and the Annual Jazzalea Awards
celebration, honoring JOE OCCHIPINTI! Get tickets
now and join us for a special performance by his 16-
piece Pensacola jazz orchestra at our new location,
“Carmen’s Club” (522 Dauphin St), with a few
noted adjustments to logistics, bar service and
sound quality!

Advance tickets available at
MOJOJazzorg/Jambalaya or at the door, $15
Guests/$10 Members & students with ID. Plan to
arrive early for "Happy Hour with Curly” beginning at
5 p.m. Stay cool and dry inside, and order food and
beverages with ease at The Insider, a food collective.
Visit theinsider.com for menu information.

are

WHAT IS THE...

The Annual MOJO Jazzalea Awards celebration
honors an individual or organization who has made
significant contributions to the jazz genre through
musicianship, education, promotion, and preservation
of jazz in the greater Gulf Coast area and beyond.
First, let's tackle the pronunciation. It is a portmanteau

of “jazz" and “azalea,” the blooming bushes that gave
Mobile its Azalea City nickname. Jazz enthusiast and
festival producer, Creola Ruffin wanted to present a
plaque in appreciation of media figures who had greatly
helped the Gulf Coast Jazz festival for many years. In
consideration, she wondered if the MOJO Board would
partner, since those same figures had been just as
valuable to both organizations.

By the time the MOJO hoard meeting was finished,
the idea had been reshaped. It would no longer be a
joint effort but a prestigious annual MOJO project to
honor and preserve the legacy of jazz.
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Tickets available now! Visit mojojazz.org today!

ABOUT THE JAZZLEA HONOREE

JOE OCCHIPINTI has quietly made many

contributions to the local jazz scene over many
"In live, you can share the moment

) 5 ; : with the audience so you can feel great.”
impresario, Dr. Norman Vickers. A retired physician, - Stefano Di Battista

years,” said late Jazz Society of Pensacola

Vickers knew Occhipinti for over 50 years. “He's kept
music alive,” said Vickers. “Occhipinti has been the
person who has kept a big band group thriving,
keeping the charts organized when others may not
be as careful with the material. “Joe has been one
of the keepers of the big band for all this period of
time.

Occhipinti's life in music started in Pecksville, ) .
Pennsylvania, in sixth grade when a band director A Passion for Jazz! + apassiondjazz.net
suggested he play the saxophone, “The band
director handed me a saxophone and that was it”,
he said. After school, Occhipinti was drafted into the
Army in 1959, and was soon accepted into and

“Improvisation is
served in the 3rd Armored Division Band in Frankfurt, in the moment
& the audience

is there with you
for the troops as a community and cultural group. when you go

Since 1964, Pensacola and the Gulf Coast is where on your journey."
he’'s made his impact on music, while also =Chiver Line
contributing to the education of others. Occhipinti
served over a decade on the MOJO Board as well.

Germany. The band traveled all over Europe to play

Along with being a founding member of the Jazz
Society of Pensacola, he is a member of the Civic
Band, and a past officer and board member of the
Mystic Order of the Jazz Obsessed (MOJO)
Mobile! Join us in celebrating his incredible legacy!

A Passion for Jazz! + apassiondjazz.net




THE MOJO JAZZETTE - MONTHLY NEWSLETTER #0017 SEPT.2025

A FEW MO’ FAQ...

What is “Carmen’s Club”?

o Carmen’s Club honors the legacy of THE MOJO
MUSE, Carmen Brown and her Str8 Ahead drive to
promote Jazz in Mobile

o Follow on Facebook at Carmens.Club.Mobile

Why all this confusion with Carmen'’s
Club, The Outsider, The Insider, Cedar
Street Social Club ??

o These are basically all the same location
at 522 Dauphin Street.

Is it noisy?

o We're making improvements in overall sound
quality for your enjoyment

o Let'stry to keep the Carmen’s Club space as d
music appreciation venue

o We suggest having your extended
conversations in the nearby Outsider space

Why the new location?

o Club 601 The Elks was recently sold, and
renovations are being considered

o MOJOis being proactive to minimize any
disruption to our monthly schedule

Reserve the VIP Space: $200 donation

o Plan for a special VIP experience for your and
your guests at “Catt’s Crib”, located at the rear of
the concert venue (yellow seating). we'll even
add a mini table in the enter for convenience
with food and drink placement. Contact Terry
Mannion (“Curly”) to reserve at (410) 963-1160.

See you at “Carmen’s Club”
Monday, Sept. 22nd ON DAUPHIN
STREET!
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By Terry Mannion
MOJO Membership: Renew and Save!

Your annual MOJO membership is set to renew on January 1, 2026. By

renewing, you're directly supporting our mission to preserve, perform, and

promote America's original music: JAZZ |
As of today, we have 141 members, and our annual membership drive will
kick off in October.
Lock in Your Current Rate
Renew, upgrade, or add a new membership before December 31, 2025,
to lock in the current annual rates. For new members, this means you can
get 15 months for the price of 12!
Current Rates (through Dec. 31, 2025):
® Individual: $35
* Household (2 people): $55
New Rates (effective Jan. 1, 2026):
e |ndividual: $40
* Household (2 people): $60
Your MOJO membership offers great perks:
* Discounted Admission: Pay just $10 for our monthly Jazz Jambalayas.
* Exclusive Newsletter: Receive our monthly email, "The Jazzette."
* Early Access to Merch: Get first dibs on new MOJO gear, like
branded polo shirts and
* "Second Line" handkerchiefs.
* VIP Seating: You'll have the option to reserve advance VIP seating

at "Catt's Crib" for up to seven people.

Updates for 2026

We're excited to announce some changes for the new year:

* New Venue: Our menthly Jambalaya events will be held at our new
all-ages venue, Carmen's Club, as we work fo attract a new
generation of "Jazzies."

® Guest Tickets: Guest admission for Jazz Jambalayas will increase to
$20.

* Student Discount: We'll be offering student tickets for $10 with a
valid ID.

Spread the Word!

Help us grow our community! Share this with your friends. If you have any
questions, feel free to ask a MOJO Board Member or stop by the check-
in table at a Jazz Jambalaya event.
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“Slow down, “‘cause where you're going is
gonna be there when you get there...and
nothing happens until you get there, baby!
5tr8 ahead!"

~Carmen Brown, Legendary Broadeaste
and MOJO Muse 1947-2023
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