
Dear MuseDear MuseDear MuseDear Muse 
At the last Jambalaya, I saw people bringing casseroles, salads, cookies, 

pie and other desserts.  Would it be OK for me to bring something? 

 ~New member 
 

 

Of course!  The more to share!  While the GCL “head chef”, Bill Frasier, 

prepares the jambalaya, salad, fruit and bread, your favorites add variety.   
 

Whether it’s something you make from your stash of old family recipes, 

carry-out or from the grocery store doesn’t matter.  Bring it on!  At the 

end of the JJ, your washed and dried food container (label!) will be on the 

serving table for pick-up.  
 

PS – Taste something you like?  Ask who made it…we’ll try to match you 

with the cook. 

 
Who picks the themes and musicians for JJs?   

 ~JJ Fan 
 

Great questions!  The MOJO Board members share your ideas for themes 

in advance of the JJ, usually 3-6 months.  Next, you, the program 

developer, take over and become the producer:  choosing the band and 

narrator, creating a script and working with them to polish the show.  

New PDs are always welcome – individuals or teams – and will be 

matched with mentors, all former developers.     
 

Thinking about being a MOJO JJ PD?  The Developer’s Guide on our 

website, mojojazz.org.  Download it!  Be a producer!       
Have a question about MOJO for Dear Muse?  Email webmaster@mojojazz.org 

 

BIRTHDAYS 
FEBRUARY MARCH 

Judy Aronson 

Donnie Barnett 

Angie Cerrato 

Yvette Chestang 

Bobbie Dansley 

Rhoda Herzog 

Randy Hines 

Janice Moore 

Tommy Thomas 

Lucy Wright 

Carmen Brown 

Susan Case 

Ron Fuerelein 

Kathleen Halulen 

Delores Harvey 

Pam Horner 

Wilborn Jones 

Hosea London 

Margaret Spielmann 

Sharon Thomas 

MOJO PARTNERS 

   
 

Gideon C. 

Kennedy is a 

producer and 

director, 

known for 

Limo Ride 

(2014), 

Exclusive 

(2005) and 

Dick-George, Tenn-Tom (2007). 

A feature-

length 

documentary 

comedy about 

ten friends 

surviving their 

wildest night 

ever, told by 

those who 

lived it and 

recreated for the screen.     climenole.com 
 

APRIL IS JAZZ APPRECIATION MONTH 
 

The 2017 Jazz Appreciation Month poster is the first in a special three-year series 

featuring LeRoy Neiman’s Big Band, a large-scale painting 

that hangs on the first floor of the National Museum of 

American History, gift of the LeRoy Neiman Foundation. 
 

This year, JAM 2017 invites all jazz fans and appreciators to 

celebrate women throughout the history of jazz, and so the 

2017 poster kicks off the LeRoy Neiman Big Band series with 

the left side of the painting, featuring Ella Fitzgerald and Billie 

Holiday. The JAM posters in 2018 and 2019 will feature the 

center and right side of the painting respectively, so that 

when all three are hung next to each other, the iconic 

painting can be recreated. 
 

LeRoy Neiman (1921 – 2012) was an American artist known 

for his brilliantly colored, expressionist paintings and screen 

prints of athletes, musicians and sporting events. Neiman 

had a great love for jazz and spent more than 50 years 

sketching and painting musicians in an attempt to portray 

how it felt to watch jazz performances as well as how the 

sounds and colors evoked emotions and movement. 

Completed in 2005, Neiman’s painting, Big Band depicts 

performers he saw in concert from the 1950-80s. The 

musicians depicted in this section of the painting (from top 

to bottom) are Billie Holiday, Duke Ellington, Lionel 

Hampton, Louis Armstrong, and Ella Fitzgerald. Learn more 

about the painting and its musicians here and here. 
 

Featuring Ella Fitzgerald in the 2017 poster is especially important as this year also marks 

Ella’s centennial (the singer was born April 25, 1917).  
 

 

 

DOWNLOAD:   https://americanhistory.si.edu/sites/default/files/file-

uploader/NMAH%20JAZZ%20APPR%20MO%202017-s.pdf 
 

 

MAIL:   http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/3355395/JAM-2017-Poster 
 

 

 



take 5… 

 
 

"Just hoping it would get better, man."   
    ~Jazz sax player on why his solo lasted 20 minutes 

Two attractive young ladies were walking down a country lane.  A frog jumped 

out of the bushes, startling them.  To their surprise, the frog assumed a 

theatrical pose and began to speak in Shakespearean tones. 
 

“O ye fair damsels, what ye see before ye is not really an ugly frog, but a jazz 

musician that was transformed into a frog by the evil spell of a wicked witch.  
But, if one of ye beautiful maidens is brave enough to kiss me, the evil spell will 

be broken, and I will be transformed back into a great jazz musician.  For, before 

the witch's spell turned me into a slimy frog, I was the greatest jazz musician 

that ever lived!” 
 

For a moment, the young ladies are dumbfounded and stand staring at the frog 

in amazement.  Suddenly, one of the girls quickly snatches up the frog and puts 

it in her pocket.  
 

“Well, aren't you going to kiss it then?' asks her friend. 
 

“Are you kidding?” says the first.   “A talking frog is worth a hell of a lot more 

than a jazz musician”. 

 
 

Many people don't know that the great American composer George 

Gershwin loved computers. But his brother, Ira, hated them.  That’s why 

Ira took all of George's songs and changed the titles and words.  The 

original titles include:  “I Got Algorithm”, “They Can't Take That Array 

From Me”, “I Got Plenty O' Debuggin'”, “The Mainframe I Love”, “A 

Foggy Database”, “Our Love Is Here To Stack”, “Softwaretime, and, (of 

course,) the all-time classic - “Rhapsody In Boolean”.  
 

SUPPORT LIVE JAZZ WITH YOUR PRESENCE 

AND YOUR DOLLARS! 
 


